
Fingal County Council, in conjunction with Meath 
County Council and the Office of Public Works, are 
undertaking a flood risk assessment and management
study in Fingal and East Meath – the Fingal and East 
Meath Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
Study (FEM FRAMS). The purpose of this leaflet is 
to inform you of the publication of an Environmental
Scoping Report for the study, and invite your 
comments. This document will be made available at 
local authority offices and public libraries.

Why is a study being carried out?
Parts of the Fingal and East Meath study area (see 
Figure 1) are susceptible to flood events, and flooding 
has occurred at certain locations in the past. The risk 
of flooding is likely to increase in the future as a result 
of climate change (with increased rainfall and rising 
sea levels) and increased urbanisation.

This study is being undertaken to map the existing 
and potential flood risk within the study area from 
main watercourses, estuaries and the sea, focusing
on urban areas known to be at risk. A long term plan 
known as a Flood Risk Management Plan will be 
prepared to identify a programme of prioritised studies, 
actions and works to manage these flood risks. The 
study is not intended to develop detailed designs for 
individual flood risk management measures.

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
– a key part of the study
SEA is an integral part of the development of any 
large-scale plan, programme or strategy such as this 
Flood Risk Management Plan and is required for certain 
plans and programmes by the EU Directive 2001/42/EC 
(the SEA Directive) to provide a high level of protection 
to the environment. A SEA is being undertaken 
throughout this study to ensure that environmental 
constraints and opportunities are fully considered in 
the development and selection of appropriate flood
risk management options. The SEA process will 
inform the making of the final Flood Risk Management 
Plan and ensure that its recommendations are
environmentally appropriate.

An Environmental Scoping Report has
been published 
We are currently at the end of the initial scoping 
stage of the SEA. An Environmental Scoping Report, 
summarising the initial scoping stage of the SEA, has 
now been published and is available to download from 
www.fingaleastmeathframs.ie, where a summary of 
the report in Irish is also available. 
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Figure 1: 
Fingal and East Meath Study Area



In addition, a copy of the report is available for viewing 
at the following locations:

• Fingal County Council, County Hall, Swords
• Fingal County Council, Blanchardstown, 
 Grove Road, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15
• Meath County Council, County Hall, 
 Navan, Co. Meath

The report describes the environmental characteristics 
of the Fingal and East Meath study area, presents 
our initial understanding of the key environmental 
issues relating to flooding and its management, and 
identifies a set of proposed SEA objectives for the 
study (see Table 1). The proposed SEA objectives 
will be used in the next stages of the study to: (1) 
inform the identification and development of 
potential flood risk management options; and (2)
evaluate the identified options to select the preferred 
strategic options. 

Table 1: SEA Objectives

• Support the achievement of good ecological   
 and chemical status/potential under the EU 
 Water Framework Directive
• Minimise risk to sites with pollution potential
• Maintain, and where possible enhance, flora 
 and fauna of the study area
• Avoid damage to, and where possible
 enhance, fisheries within the study area
• Protect, and where possible enhance, 
 landscape character and visual amenity within 
 the study area
• Minimise risk to human health and life
• Minimise risk to the local community
• Manage risk to agricultural land
• Avoid damage to, and enhance where 
 possible, recreation and tourism
• Avoid damage to or loss of features of cultural
 heritage importance, their setting and heritage
 value within the study area

The Environmental Scoping Report is a statement of 
our understanding of the study at this early stage in 
the project. This will develop as the project progresses 
and will be informed by your views and knowledge. 
Comments are invited on the scope and content of 
the report and these will be used to inform the future 
development of the study. 

We would like to hear your views on the study and 
receive any comments that you may have on the
Environmental Scoping Report by 31 July 2009. Please 
contact Anne-Marie Conibear, the FEM FRAMS Project 
Manager either by email at femframs@fingalcoco.ie or 
by post to the following address: 

Project Manager - Fingal East Meath FRAMS

c/o Halcrow Barry, Tramway House,
32 Darty Road, Dublin 6.
Telephone: 01 4975716 
Fax: 01 4975886

What next for the SEA?
The next stage of the study will involve the identification 
and assessment of potential flood risk management 
options. The environmental objectives identified 
during the scoping stage will be reviewed and refined 
following this consultation and will be used to test the 
environmental acceptability of potential options, as 
part of the overall option assessment process. This 
process will include consultation with key stakeholders,
including statutory organisations and the general 
public, to ensure that the views and requirements of 
all parties are fully considered. 

Following the assessment of options and the 
preparation of the Flood Risk Management Plan, 
a separate report will be prepared to document the SEA 
process – an Environmental Report. This report will 
build on the information presented in the Environmental 
Scoping Report and will identify, describe and 
evaluate the likely significant environmental effects 
of the Flood Risk Management Plan. This report will 
be published with the draft Flood Risk Management 
Plan in late 2010 when comments on both reports will 
be invited. 


